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CONTENTS WELCOME TO 
ACTIVATE LEARNING

Activate Learning is delighted to 
be able to offer a rewarding and 
memorable summer experience for 
your child, that includes an entire 
day of activities, with the addition 
of a chosen Academy Option of 
either horse riding, football or golf. 

Each day will combine a range of 
activities, such as:

Lego challenge
Minecraft coding
Animal portrait art classes
Survival skills
Archery
Escape rooms

Animal encounters
Meerkats feeding experience
Working on the farm
Gardening
Forest school

As well as specialist coaching
or tuition in their Academy Option.

Our goal is to ensure that all students
leave Activate Learning with improved
confidence, motivation to participate in 
their Academy Option, with friendships 
and memories that will last a lifetime.
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WHY ACTIVATE LEARNING?
Activate Learning is a pioneering education group committed to 
transforming lives through learning. We believe everyone can improve 
their lives through learning; with emotional support, motivation and 
purpose. Our aim is to provide your child with a complete educational 
experience where they feel supported and confident in their abilities 
and inspired by the opportunities available to them.

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

We will support you 
in the development of 
emotional intelligence, 

wellbeing and  
self-confidence.

SPECIALIST 
PROGRAMMES

Choose from a variety of 
specialist programmes to suit you 

and your interests. 

EVENTS AND 
ENRICHMENT

Join in with a range of new 
activities to support your 

learning in a practical way.

Beautiful, rural 400-acre 
outdoor campus, but 

still close to city-centre 
shops, restaurants, cultural 
hotspots, amenities, and 

travel links.

GREAT  
LOCATIONS

Our staff are well-respected 
experts in their industry, as 

well as teaching and learning.  

INDUSTRY 
EXPERTS

INNOVATIVE  
TEACHING
Enjoy innovative learning  

environments that help you to  
develop at your own pace. 

Learn in a supportive 
environment, make new friends, 
and focus on a subject you are 

passionate about.

STUDENT  
EXPERIENCE
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OUR VENUE: MERRIST 
WOOD COLLEGE 

Just outside Guildford town centre 
in Worplesdon, Merrist Wood 
College is a 400-acre, multi-award-
winning college that specialises in 
the land-based industries.  

We are widely recognised by industry 
specialists for our training excellence 
and many successes at RHS Chelsea 
and Hampton Court Flower Shows. 
Work from the college has been seen 
across the world!  

The indoor riding arena is one of the 
largest of any college in the country 
and we are home to a large, diverse 
range of animals in our Animal 
Management Centre. Other facilities 
include specially designed studios and 
workshops for floristry, garden design, 
horticulture and landscaping, football 
and rugby pitches and access to an 
adjoining 18-hole golf course.

GUILDFORD
RAILWAY STATION

STOKE 
PARK

MERRIST WOOD
GOLF CLUB

GUILDFORD
COLLEGE

MERRIST
WOOD

COLLEGE
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TIMETABLE 
OF ACTIVITIES

 Group A Group B

08:30 – 09:30 Arrival and set up for day 

09:30 – 12:00

Equine, Golf or Football 
Academy 

Includes break with 
snack provided

Activity

12:00 – 13:00 Supervised Lunch break 

13:00 – 15:30 Activity

Equine, Golf or Football 
Academy 

Includes break with 
snack provided

15:30 – 16:00 Break

16:00 – 17:00 Activity with supervisors 

17-00 – 18:00 Optional late pick-up  
(additional £10 per day per child)
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ACADEMY OPTIONS 
At Activate Learning we offer a 
range of Academy Options designed 
to work alongside our daily 
activities. This gives our students 
the opportunity to focus on a sport 
which they are passionate about, 
alongside other students with a 
common interest.    

We employ industry expert tutors and 
coaches to ensure every child makes 
progress whatever their talent or 
experience. This means that you can 
choose an Academy Option even if 
you are a beginner. 
 

All students will receive an initial 
skills assessment and evaluation 
on their first day. They will then be 
placed in the most appropriate group 
or programme level for them, with 
students of a similar ability.  

Your child can choose an Academy 
Option of either horse riding, football 
or golf. 
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HORSE RIDING 
ACADEMY 

Our Horse Riding Academy caters 
for most levels of ability, from 
those who have limited riding 
experience, to students who are 
accomplished riders.  

Our team of experienced riding
instructors take great care in matching
riders and horses, so that students 
gain in confidence in and around the 
stable yards, as as well as improving 
their riding ability.  

Riders are assessed and, depending 
on their ability, spend the day receiving 
tuition in either our indoor or outdoor 
riding arenas, as well as hacking across 
the beautiful Surrey countryside.  

A key element of our programme is 
stable and horse management. It is 
part of the daily routine and students 
learn to groom and prepare their 
horses for riding, as well as studying 
the names of the equipment they are 
using and the points of the horse.

.  

 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMY DETAILS  

UK accredited stables and 
qualified riding instructors  
Focus on building riding confidence 
and horse handling including 
walking, trotting, cantering and 
riding on uneven terrain  
Horse management including 
tacking up, grooming, horse 
preparation, equipment choice  
Stables conform to the latest UK 
health and safety regulations  
Participants must have basic riding 
experience before arrival   
Participants required to bring BHS 
standard helmet, horse riding 
boots, riding gloves, jodhpurs and 
any other personal equipment
Students will be able to complete 
British Horse Society Challenge 
Awards as part of the Academy 
Programme 
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GOLF ACADEMY 
Our golf programme is aimed at 
students of all standards, whether 
they are seeking to improve 
their technique and on course 
performance or are beginners to 
the sport.  

We provide a multi ability golf 
programme to ensure that we address 
the needs of every standard of player. 
On day one, all students are given a 
skills assessment and placed into the 
appropriate group or programme.  

Our coaching programme covers 
all aspects of the game including 
pitching and chipping, bunker play, 
putting and long game, as well as 
course management, the rules of golf 
and etiquette.  

The adjacent 18-hole Merrist Wood 
Golf Course and Golfmark accredited 
academy offers top of the range 
facilities for young golfers who will be 
learning from the best, making friends, 
and developing their understanding of 
the core values of golf.  

Students will also be able to 
access the brand-new strength and 
conditioning gym with lifting platforms, 
resistance machines, full dumbbell 
rack, cardio equipment (including a 
Watt bike) and 20 metre track.  

ACADEMY DETAILS  

Suitable for all levels of ability 
including beginners   
PGA Coaches and professionals 
with extensive industry experience   
Dedicated golf facility with 18-hole 
course and teaching area  
Basic skills including long game, 
pitching, bunker play, chipping 
and putting tuition  
On course skills such as course 
management, rules of golf and 
etiquette 
Grouping according to ability  
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We provide a multi ability football 
programme to ensure that we 
address the needs of every level 
of player. On day one, all students 
are given a skills assessment and 
placed into the appropriate group 
or programme.

Our coaching programme focuses 
on technical and tactical player 
development. Small-sided games 
are played under high intensity 
conditions to improve passing, speed 
of movement, technique and game 
understanding.  

As well as three grass football pitches 
and a technical training area, students 
will also be able to access the brand-
new strength and conditioning gym 
with lifting platforms, resistance 
machines, full dumbbell rack, cardio 
equipment (including a Watt bike) and 
20 metre track.  

ACADEMY DETAILS  

Suitable for all levels of ability  
Skills and drills aimed at improving 
physical agility, dribbling, turning, 
passing and receiving, defending, 
shooting and finishing  
Tactical sessions on patterns of 
play, phases of play, team shape, 
counter attacking and pressing 
Taught by expert tutors with 
industry experience 
Brand new strength and 
conditioning gym with lifting 
platforms, resistance machines, 
full dumbbell rack, cardio 
equipment (including a Watt bike) 
and 20 metre track 
Three grass football pitches and 
technical training area 

FOOTBALL ACADEMY  
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PASTORAL CARE
We ensure the safety, happiness 
and well-being of all our students, 
and provide a good ratio of staff 
members to students. All our 
staff are police checked and have 
received regular Safeguarding 
training. 

Merrist Wood College has on-site 
First Aiders and is within easy reach 
of hospitals and medical centres. It 
is important that we receive accurate 
medical information before arrival. FOOD AND    MEALTIMES   

We provide nutritious buffet style 
lunches each day, which are 
included in the cost.

All meals are served in Woody’s, the 
dining hall at Merrist Wood College. All 
our meals are healthy and nutritious 
with a wide variety to choose from. 
Special diets can be catered for by 
prior request.

Students will be provided with drinks 
and snacks in the morning and 
afternoon, but can buy additional 
snacks or drinks throughout the day 
if required.

 
 
 
 
 

EXAMPLE DAILY LUNCH MENU 
 
Lunch  

Meat, Chicken or Fish Dish  
Baked Potato plus topping  
Pasta Bar, Salad Bar  
Fresh Vegetables  
Fresh Fruit & Yogurt Dessert   

 
Vegetarian options are always available.  

Special diets can be catered for with 
advance notice. 
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Cost: £120 per day    
Date: Monday 11 - Friday 15 July 
Monday 18 - Friday 22 July   

Cost includes:  
Lunch and snacks
Academy options in horse riding, golf
or football 
Additional activities 

All participants can opt for a later pick up 
(6pm) at an additional cost of £10 per day, 
arranged in advance. 

MINIMUM AGE 
Students must be at least 10 years old to attend the 
Summer School Daily Academy Programme.

DATES  
AND COST
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For more information and to book, 
please contact the Merrist Wood team: 

Email: mwevents@guildford.ac.uk
Phone: 07854 274866 or 07867 142788
Website: merristwood.activatelearning.ac.uk
Address: Merrist Wood College, Holly Lane, 
Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrey,
GU3 3PE
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